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MISSION STATEMENT 
To reflect God’s love through caring service to our church, the community, 
and the world.  
 

WELCOME STATEMENT 
We welcome and encourage the full participation of all people, regardless 
of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, ability, appearance, or anything 
else that threatens to divide us. We have all been claimed as God’s 
children, and all are welcome here. 

 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”   

-Galatians 3:28 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

Hope in Hard Times 
The Power of Small Steps 

March 1, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 11, 2021  
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
 
Presiding Minister—Pastor Anne Andert 

Organist/Choir Director—Cheryl Licary 

AV Assistant—Grant Dusso 

 
9:30 am service 

Acolyte—TBD 

Assisting Minister—Lynette Rust 

Communion Assistants—Betty Johnston and Wanda Faust 

Communion Prep—Lynette Rust 

Lector—Wanda Faust 

Greeters—Richard and Mary Lou Lokken 

Ushers—Terry Amundson, Steve Christensen, 

              Rich Olmstead, and Darryl Schutte 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of 

water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of 

God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God 

promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are 

sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
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GATHERING_________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, 

pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN              

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me—ELW 325 

 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Sung first by choir, then congregation) 
For the Troubles and the Sufferings—ACS 1051 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Lord God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring 

us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your 

promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

WORD_______________________________________  

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a                                                     

L: A reading from Genesis. 
 

1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 

him. 
 

L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 121 

We read Psalm 121 responsively: 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 

The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

 nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

Behold, the keeper of Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep;  

the LORD watches over you; 

 the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

the sun will not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will preserve you from all evil 

 and will keep your life. 

The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                                                     

L: A reading from Romans. 
 

1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 

according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the 

scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a 

gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts 

him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 

wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 

on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only 

to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 

Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made 

you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 

that do not exist. 
 

 

L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 

P: The gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 

do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and 

be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 
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  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 

about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except 

the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

Please be seated. 

SERMON          The Power of Small Steps             Pastor Anne Andert  
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Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
Baptized and Set Free—ELW 453 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 

  

      I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried;  

  he descended to the dead.  

  On the third day he rose again;  

  he ascended into heaven,  

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
       

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear Our Prayer—Sung after each petition, as indicated. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A: Filled with God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, we pray for 

ourselves, our community, the world and its needs. 
 

A brief silence. 

C:   Sing, Hear Our Prayer 
 

A:  Faithful God, you renew us by grace. You have inspired faith through 

the work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages. 

Grant your church the means to praise you even as the sun and 

moon, the wind and the water declare your goodness. Preserve this 

earth, and protect all who labor to protect your creation. 

O Lord, You bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders 

to seek the flourishing of every person. Bless and multiply the efforts 

of all who work for justice, mercy, and peace.  

C:  Sing, Hear Our Prayer 
 

A:  Compassionate and healing God, you send your Son to save. Declare 

your word of acceptance to any who feel condemned, and lift up any 

brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling 

with illness or loss. We name loved ones before you now aloud or in 

the silence of our hearts, and give thanks that you know the fullness 

of each story. (pause for silent prayer)  

P:  Eternal God, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and 

in death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your 

promise which saves this whole world by your love. Receive our 

prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

C:  Sing, Hear Our Prayer 
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MEAL________________________________________  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:    The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: and also with you. 

  

Please greet one another, as you feel comfortable, 

using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 

After the sharing of the peace, you may be seated. 

  

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
Offering is received as ushers pass the plate down each row. 

As we sing the Offertory, ushers bring offering forward. 

  

ANTHEM               
God Loved Us So Much                                                                 -Schram 
 

Please rise. 

OFFERTORY                      

This Is Christ’s Body—ACS 967 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A: O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

       

THE GREAT THANKGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you.                          

C:  And also with you. 

P:   Lift up your hearts.                                       

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

       our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

       broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

       and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

        This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Come to the table.   

C: Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 

Please be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive Communion. The bread is given first, then 

select either a small cup of red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free 

wafers are available; please ask the server. Empty cups are placed in the 

basket. Children may come forward for a blessing.   
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

                                                                                                                                  
Please stand as you are able. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A: Let us pray… God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles 

us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 

blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SENDING____________________________________ 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING HYMN              

Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow—ELW 327:1,2 
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DISMISSAL  
A: Go in peace.  

C: To reflect God’s love through caring service to our church,  

the community, and the world. 
 

POSTLUDE                                
☩ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
Coffee Hour is more than refreshments — it’s where we connect, 
welcome newcomers, and build community.  You can host on your own 
or with a friend or group. Please consider hosting one of our upcoming 
Sundays – sign-up sheets can be found on the counter in the Commons.  
 

FAMILY FUN @ CORAL COVE 
Join us for a fun afternoon at Coral Cove TODAY! Doors to Coral Cove 
opens at noon and we will be there from 12-2 pm. Each child/youth will 
receive some tokens to start, please come join us! 
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPER AND WORSHIP 
Join us each Wednesday for Lenten Soup Suppers at 6:00 pm followed 
by Holden Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm, in the Commons. Sign-up sheets 
are on the counter in the Commons, please consider signing up to 
provide soup and/or bread.  
 

YOUNG @ HEART  
Come out for fellowship, surprise activities, and a delicious lunch of 
Corned Beef & Cabbage, potatoes, carrots, and pudding on Thursday, 
March 12 from 12-2 pm. To help us prepare, please sign-up on the sheet 
located on the counter in the Commons by Sunday, March 8.  
 

ORDER EASTER LILIES 
Would you like to sponsor Easter Lilies to beautify our altar on Easter 
Sunday? Plants are $10 for a single and $20 for double and they can be 
given in memory or in honor of a loved one. Order forms can be found 
on the table outside the sanctuary by the elevator or call the church 
office. Orders must be placed by Sunday, March 15. 
 

TACOS & TRIVIA | SUNDAY, MARCH 22  
Think you’ve got what it takes to win? Join us at 11:30 am for a lively 
game of trivia. Form a team of up to 6 players (all ages welcome) and 
sign up in the Commons. $10 per person. Tacos and snacks included.  
 

WORSHIP SERVICES ARE LIVESTREAMED  
Catch Sunday services (9:30 am) on YouTube.   
Links and bulletins: oursaviorsbeloitwi.org/worship. 
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Sunday 

 

March 1 9:30am 

9:30am 

10:30am 

10:30am 

12:00pm 

1:00pm 

Worship with Holy Communion 

Kids Connect 

Coffee Hour 

Youth Connect 

Family Fun @ Coral Cove 

Televised Worship (Ch. 992) 

Monday March 2 4:00pm Boy Scout’s Pancake Supper  

Tuesday March 3 9:00am 

11:00am 

5:30pm 

6:00pm 

6:30pm 

7:00pm 

Staff Meeting 

Text Study 

Education (Online) 

Boy Scouts 

Anna Circle 

Dartball 
Wednesday March 4 9:00am 

12:30pm 

5:00pm 

6:00pm 

6:30pm 

7:00pm 

Men’s Group (Riverside Terrace) 

P.E.O. Meeting 

Televised Worship (Ch. 992) 

Lent Soup Supper (Commons) 

Midweek Worship (Commons) 

Choir 

Thursday March 5 6:00pm OA 

Friday March 6 9:30am BAREA Board 

Sunday 

 
March 8 

 
2:00am 

9:30am 

9:30am 

10:30am 

10:30am 

1:00pm 

Daylight Savings begins 

Worship with Holy Communion 

Kids Connect 

Coffee Hour 

Youth Connect 

Televised Worship (Ch. 992) 

Acknowledgments - Image: Study for Nicodemus Visiting Jesus by Henry Ossawa 
Tanner, 1899. Photo by xennex. WikiArt. Public domain. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission of the artist via SundaysandSeasons.com. Portions of the liturgy are reprinting 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress License—#13465-L, CCLI—License #2679134, and 
OneLicense.net—#A-703661.  
 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church will occasionally take photographs and video of church 
activities, which may be used online, and in digital and print materials. Additionally, 
worship services are recorded, livestreamed, and broadcast on a weekly basis. By 
participating, authorization to publish any such photo or video is granted to Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church. 
 

Weekly Calendar 
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STAY CONNECTED 

749 Bluff Street, Beloit, WI 53511   

(608) 362-0716      

office@oursaviorsbeloitwi.org  

www.oursaviorsbeloitwi.org             

 

@OSLCBeloit 

@oursaviorsbeloit 

  

ONLINE GIVING ► 

  

  

  

  

  

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT OUR SAVIOR’S 
It is a joy to have you join us for worship. Wherever you are from, 

wherever you are in life or on your faith journey, we are glad you are 

here. Please fill out a Yellow Slip for attendance and prayer requests. 

 
  

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

We have large print bulletins and 

hearing enhancers for anyone who 

may need them, please see an 

usher for assistance.   

  

SCRIPTURE 

You may want to prepare for 

Sunday by studying the scriptures. 

• Exodus 17:1-7  

• Psalm 95  

• Romans 5:1-11  

• John 4:5-42  

 

 

  

 


