
 

  

December 22, 2024 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To reflect God’s love through service to the family of God. 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT 

We welcome and encourage the full participation of all people, 

regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, ability, appearance, 

or anything else that threatens to divide us. We have all been claimed as 

God’s children, and all are welcome here. 
 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 

male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”   

-Galatians 3:28 

FOURTH SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
 
Presiding Minister—Pastor Tony Dusso 

Organist/Choir Director—Cheryl Licary 

AV Assistant—Milton Dodson 
 
 

8:30 am service 

Assisting Minister—George Lisensky 

Communion Assistants—Cindy Blair and Char Kepler 

Communion Prep—Cindy Blair 

Lector—George Lisensky 

Greeters—Terry and Dianne Bahnub 

Ushers—Terry Amundson, Terry Bahnub, Bob Pederson, Darryl Schutte, 

and David Van Egmond  

 

10:30 am service 

Assisting Minister—Pam Olson 

Communion Assistants—Linda and Lorie Becker 

Communion Prep—Linda Becker 

Lector—Pam Olson 

Greeters—Harry and Beb Olson 

Ushers—Skip Rath and Kathy Larsen 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of 

Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and 

Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds 

us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the 

church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—

“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 
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GATHERING_______________________________ 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                                                               
                                                       

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please rise. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 alive in the world, 
 reviving creation, 
 arriving soon. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
 and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 We have turned away from our neighbors. 
 We have trusted false promises. 
 We plead: come to us. 
 Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
P: A righteous branch springs forth: 
 it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
 in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

 through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
 whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN             
Unexpected and Mysterious—ELW 258 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
A: Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, 

Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you 
promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. 

P: As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen 
our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore us and 
give us life that we may be saved. 

A: O house of David, come, 
C: let us rejoice, for the Son of God,  
 Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen. 
 
First, second, third, and fourth candles are lit as we sing… 

ADVENT HYMN                                            Christ Be Our Light 

 

GREETING 
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:    Let us pray… Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
C: With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
 that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
 always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 
WORD_____________________________________  

 
FIRST LESSON:  Micah 5:2-5a 

L: A reading from Micah. 
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

L:   The word of the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM:  Luke:46b-55 
L:  We read Luke 46 responsively:  
 
46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
 and holy is your name. 
50 You have mercy on those who fear you, 
 from generation to generation.  
51 You have shown strength with your arm 
 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52 casting down the mighty from their thrones 
 and lifting up the lowly. 
53 You have filled the hungry with good things 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
 to remember the promise of mercy, 
55 the promise made to our forebears, 
 to Abraham and his children forever.  

 
SECOND LESSON:  Hebrews 10:5-10 
L:  A reading from Hebrews. 
 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 
offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, 
“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
Please rise. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-45 
 

P:  The holy gospel, according to Luke, the 1st chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town 
in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 
and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

SERMON                                                          Pastor Tony Dusso 
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Please rise. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came—ELW 265 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all 

people and places that long for God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
A: God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. 

Awaken in us a renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our 
communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have 
made. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up 

the lowly and fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local 
governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who are 
overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn 

toward more daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, 
you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the 
frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: God our guide, shepherd the leadership of Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church. Bless the Board and staff in discerning future ministry 
and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your 

people. We are grateful for the witness and memory of those 
who have died, especially Lois Roen; and we praise you for your 
faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
P: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the 

pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
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MEAL______________________________________  

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you.  
 

Please greet one another, as you feel comfortable,  
using these or similar words: Peace be with you.  
After the sharing of the peace, you may be seated.  

 
Please be seated.  

OFFERING  
Offering is received as ushers pass the plate down each row.  

As we sing the Offertory, ushers bring offering forward.  
 
Please rise. 

OFFERTORY                                                    What Feast of Love  

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray… Creator God, you made the whole world, even the 
 farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. We praise you for 
 these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food 
 that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus 
 Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P:   It is indeed right, our duty, and joy… 
      we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Please be seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All are welcome to receive Communion. At the 8:30 am service you’re 
welcome to kneel at the rail. The bread is given first, then select either 

a small cup of red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available; please ask the server.  Empty cups are placed in the basket. 

Children may come forward for a blessing.    

                                                                                                                             
Please rise. (8:30 am) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:   Let us pray… Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for 
 the bread of salvation. We thank you for coming among us,  for 
 leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with 
 mercy,  for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go  
 with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C:   Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:30 am)    
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SENDING__________________________________ 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING HYMN              

Canticle of the Turning—ELW 723 
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DISMISSAL  
P:  Go in peace.  Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                
 

☩ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

FOLLOWING CHRIST WITH BONHOEFFER 

The next meditation from “Following Christ with Bonhoeffer” has been 

posted on Our Savior’s YouTube Channel. Entitled “Simple 

Obedience.”  The next in-person conversation will be Sunday, 

January 12 at 9:30 am in the Chapel. 

 

SEWING BEE  

There will be NO Sewing Bee on Monday, December 23.  However, 

Sewing Bee will resume on Monday, December 30.  

 

KIDS CONNECT  

Grow your child’s faith with Jesus! Children will learn about HIS love 

while exploring, stories, crafts, music, and games. Kids Connect is 

offered Sunday morning from 10:30 am - 11:15 am for children pre-k 

through 5th grade. Kids Connect will not meet on December 22 and 

29. Reach out to Kellie @ kellie@oursaviorsbelotitwi.org for more 

information.  

 

YOUTH CONNECT  

Join us for Youth Connect every Sunday at 9:30 am. It's a fantastic 

chance for fun, fellowship, and deepening your faith! Youth Connect 

will not meet on December 29. Reach out to Molly for more 

information - molly@oursaviorsbeloitwi.org.  

Mark your calendar for upcoming special events:  

Christmas Party | Sunday, December 22 at 11:30 am  

 

LET’S GO BOWLING!  

Everyone is invited to an afternoon of bowling on Sunday, January 19 

from 1:00-3:00 pm at Cougar Lanes in Clinton, WI. Cost is $10 per 

person - includes, shoe rental, lane cost, pizza, and soda! Please sign 

up by January 5 on the bulletin board in the Commons. Fun for all 

ages!  

 

WORSHIP SERVICES ARE LIVESTREAMED  

The Saturday 5:00 pm service and the Sunday 8:30 am service are 

livestreamed. Bulletins for the services can be found online at 

oursaviorsbeloitwi.org/worship/.  

https://oursaviorsbeloitwi.org/worship/
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Sunday 

 

December 22    8:30am 

   9:30am 

   9:30am 

 10:30am 

  1:00 pm 

Worship 

Coffee Hour 

Youth Connect 

Worship 

Televised Worship (Ch. 992) 

Tuesday December 24    4:00pm 

 10:00pm 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Wednesday December 25   

10:00am 

   7:00pm 

Office Closed 

Christmas Day Worship 

Televised Worship (Ch. 992) 

Thursday December 26     Office Closed 

Saturday December 28   5:00 pm “Lessons & Carols” Worship 

Sunday 

 

December 29  10:00am 

  1:00 pm 

“Lessons & Carols” Worship 

Televised Worship (Ch. 992) 

Weekly Calendar 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT OUR SAVIOR’S 
It is a joy to have you join us for worship. Wherever you are from, 

wherever you are in life or on your faith journey, we are glad you are 

here. Please fill out a Yellow Slip for attendance and prayer requests. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

We have large print bulletins and 

hearing enhancers for anyone who 

may need them, please see an 

usher for assistance.   

 

SCRIPTURE 

You may want to prepare for next 

week by studying the scriptures. 

• 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26  
• Psalm 148  
• Colossians 3:12-17  
• Luke 2:41-52  

 

Recall a time you were overwhelmed by your good fortune; a time when 

you received something you didn’t earn or deserve or a time when you 

received care and attention though you didn’t ask for it.  
 

When Mary visits her relative Elizabeth in Luke 1:39-55, we are given a 

picture of two very different women who had been impacted by the 

grace of God through their pregnancies. How would you answer 

Elizabeth’s question in verse 43 “And why has this happened to me, that 

the mother of my Lord comes to me?”  
 

Look up online the story of “Our Lady of Guadalupe,” where in the early 

decades of Spanish colonialism in Mexico, Mary is said to have appeared 

to a native-Mexican young man, Juan Diego. It’s an unlikely event 

happening to an unlikely person. God is with us, and is ready to inspire you 

just as you are and just where you are? Ponder this as your question to the 

Lord: “Who am I that you, O Lord, would come to me?”  
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

DWELL IN THE WORD AND NOTICE  
HOW IT CONNECTS  WITH YOUR LIFE 

STAY CONNECTED 

749 Bluff Street, Beloit, WI 53511   

(608) 362-0716      

office@oursaviorsbeloitwi.org  

Pastor Tony Dusso 
 

 

www.oursaviorsbeloitwi.org             

@OSLCBeloit 

@oursaviorsbeloit 
 

ONLINE GIVING ► 

 
 


